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An African-American culture and heritage festival
that promotes cultural diversity and UNITY
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RE-ELECT

L LOVISE
LUCAS

VA SENATE DISTRICT 18

THE PEOPLE'S
CHAMPION

EARLY VOTING: MAY 5- JUNE 17

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY: JUNE 20

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
WWW.SENATORLOUISELUCAS.COM




CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
Office of the Mayor

Shannon E. Glover
Mayor

May 25, 2023

Dear Festival Participants:

On behalf of the Portsmouth City Council, | welcome
you to the 31*' Annual UMOJA Festival. This glorious
weekend will afford you the opportunity to share in the
diverse culture of our African-American citizenry through
art, music, theater, dance, and food. If we are to move
forward into the 21%' Century, then our understanding and
embracing cultural diversity must be paramount. This
unique festival allows us to learn about Portsmouth’s
African-American culture and to share it with our family,
friends, and neighbors. We have a sincere “Passion for
Portsmouth” spirit in our City. Our cultural diversity is one
of our strengths; we celebrate it throughout the year in our
hearts and our history.

Experience our historic downtown and Olde Towne districts featuring one of the most
extensive collections of historic homes on the east coast. Visit our museums, including the
Railroad Museum of Virginia, the Children’s Museum, and the Naval Shipyard Museum. Take
in the scenic views of the Elizabeth River from our Portsmouth seawall and enjoy the variety
of music at Festival Park and the Atlantic Union Bank Pavilion. Enjoy our wonderful quaint
restaurants, antique and specialty shops to round off your stay. If you're still in the area on
Monday, Memorial Day, join us at 10 a.m. for the country’s longest, continually running
Memorial Day Parade in Olde Towne, with it being our 139" Annual Memorial Day Parade.

Thank you for joining us for the 31%! Annual UMOJA Festival — a great Portsmouth tradition.
The festival committee has worked diligently to create a one-of-a-kind experience for you and
your family that | am sure you will enjoy.

Sincerely,

Sanaon £ Hloys

Shannon E. Glover
Mayor

rortsmouah. Virginia. .. Establishecl 1752
12 0. Box 820 * Portsmouth, VA 23705-0820 * (757) 393-8746 * Fax: (757) 393-5378 + mayoriporismouthva. gov
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PORTSMOUTH

VIRGINIA

May 1, 2023

As Portsmouth’s Interim City Manager, | welcome you, your family, and your friends to
the 31st Annual Umoja Festival. Umoja is a Kiswahili word meaning unity, and this festival is an
effort to affirm the city of Portsmouth’s commitment to understanding cultural diversity.

During the festival weekend, take the opportunity to observe and engage in the cultural
traditions, foods, crafts, music, and more represented in this celebration of African American
heritage and history.

The 31st Annual Umoja Festival is one of our great Portsmouth traditions. The festival
committee has worked diligently to create a one-of-a-kind experience for you and your family
for our annual kick-off of the official start of the summer festival season.

Please enjoy the Portsmouth Historic City and the waterfront.

Kwa dhati,

Mimi Terry
Interim City Manager
Portsmouth VA
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U.S. Congressman

Robert C. “Bobby” Scott
Serving Virginia’ Third
Congressional District

Post Office Box 251
Newport News, Virginia 23607

757-245-2000

Join Team Scott at
www.bobbyscottforcongress.com

Paid for and Authorized by Robert C. “Bobby™ Scott
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PAID FOR BY HAYES FOR DELEGATE

Change;i:)es not roll
in on the wheels of
inevitability, but comes
through continuous
struggle. And So we
must:straighten our

backs and work for
freedom...”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. CIECiif Hayes. Jr
Delegate - 77th District

CLIFF % % % %

HAYES

www.CliffHayes.com
f - ‘ﬁiy l DELEGATE

WWW.LITRayeS.COITI

2023 UMOJA Sponsor
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{2023 UMOJA Sponsor

DELEGATE NADARIUS

CLARK

ORGANIZING, AND PUBLIC SERVICE
Raised in a military family from Hampton

Roads with roots in the faith community,

@/ Delegate Nadarius Clark has spent his career
working for equity and justice as an activist

and organizer. Nadarius attended public

schools, worked his first job at 14, and went

~on to Virginia Union University where he was
/ lead drum major for the marching band and a

.

student ambassador.

/ y After a KKK rally disrupted classes at VUU,
' Nadarius fought back against hate by
starting a faith-based activist network at
college and then worked for the Virginia
Democratic Party to elect Bobby Scott, Tim
Kaine, and President Joe Biden.

‘ Now, Nadarius is taking action for people in

' the Virginia House of Delegates, pushing back

' against those who want to hide our history
and fighting for equality in healthcare, housing,

and education.

LEARN MORE AT CLARKFORDELEGATE.COM

UMOJA 7 FESTIVAL



KAREN JENKINS | CLINTON JENKINS
For For
DELEGATE SENATOR
89th District 17th District

UMOJA 8 FESTIVAL
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__PORTSMOUTH ¢
SHERIFF'S OFFIGE

Fa

to the City of Portsmouth for
hosting the 31 Annual

| extend a warm welcome to all and inviting Sheriff
/ everyone to have a festive & safe weekend Michael A. Moore <
‘ & N, \/ \/ \/
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Conoratulations on the 315t Annual Umoia Festival

“Unity is the foundation of a truly successful community.

Thank you for working TOGETHER with me asI serve as your
Commonwealth's Attorney”

Stephanie N. Morales
Commonwealth’s Attorney |

Paid for and Authorized by Stephanie N. Morales for Commonwealth's Attorney

UMOIJA 10 FESTIVAL



Portsmouth Circuit Court
The Honorable Cynthia P. Morrison, Clerk

CELEBRATING 31 YEARS OF UNITY

UMOJA 11 FESTIVAL




Commissioner Edmondson’s Community Insights:

Franklin D. Edmondson, MCR
Commissioner of the Revenue

8%';3’(;; mzmsﬁgt Commissioner Edmondson and Team
Portsmouth, VA 23704 Celebrate Unity... Umoja Festival 2023
edmondsonf@portsmouthva.gov
Office - (757) 393-8480 o
Cell - (757) 729-8480 o o o

Cardell C. Patillo, Sr., MDCR

Chief Deputy Commissioner Office of the Commissioner of the Revenue || Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources
(757) 393-8342

Core Services Include:

- Services Offered for DWR:
Wanda N. Smith, MD_CR e Chief Assessment Officer for the City
Chief Deputy Commissioner e Business License Accounts * Fishing License
(757) 393-8771 x 2116 e Business Personal Property Accounts * Hunting / Trapping License
® Excise Tax Accounts + Boat Titles / Registrations*
Gwen Thompson, _MI_JCR e Personal Property Accounts
Chief Deputy Commissioner o State Income Tax Retums *Unfortunately, our office will NOT
(757) 393-8771 x 2120 e Disabled Veterans Real Estate Tax Exemptions be able to offer renewals at this time
: - e Residential Sales Permits
~ Rick Wilkins Main Office - Richmond, Virginia
Sen%7D%%usty8??1mm2|s;%gner Office Open Monday - Friday 8:00AM - 5:00PM Www.dwr.virginia.gov
(757) 393- X and by Appointment (804) 367-1000
Luciana King, MDCR
Lead Deputy Commissioner
(757) 393-8771 x 2104 Select Commussioner Edmondson’s
Susie Smith, MDCR DMV Select Services Annual Drive - thru Appeals
Lead Deputy Commissioner o Titles- original (with or without liens), substitute,
| with ibstitute,
(757) 393-8771 x 2101 :ff‘ﬂ?:‘t’ilf'f:'r‘é’c t(;t I’((;sr)rjamtenant:e (change information
® Registrations- originals, renewals, transfers,
Debra Wilburn. MDCR re-issues and plates surrender
R e Special and personalized license plate orders
Lead Deputy Commissioner e Trip permits, overload permits
(757) 393-8771 x 2119 ® Handicapped parking placards
® Vot istrati licati
www.portsmouthva.gov o Transcripts- vehiclo driver Saturday, June 3, 2023 - 9am -1pm
® Address changes- not involving insurance of a 801 Crawford Street « Portsmouth, Virginia
driver license or ID card In the City Hall Garage
® Dealer title and registration transactions . !
Select ® Returned checks - full payment Central Parking, Downtown
. We t: Cash, check, credit or debit card.
8 3“g°nda¥—:';gay eacce::or :o; :: fo‘:'rm; t‘i’crm' e . For Faster Service, Please Have Your Tax Bill Available
ol a.m. 10 4:50 p.m. e = ®  For More Information:
For More Information Visit www.dmvNow.com or call: Please visit Our Website at: portsmouthva.gov or
www.DmvNow.com (757) 393-8779 Email: revenue@portsmouthva.gov
(757) 393-8771 Open Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 4:30PM

UMOJA 12 FESTIVAL




Best wishes from

Paige D. Cherry
and the
Portsmouth City Treasurer’s Office
for a safe and successful
31t Annual UMOJA Festival

THE CITY OF

PORTSMOUTH

Paige D. Cherry, City Treasurer
City Treasurer’s Office
801 Crawford Street « Portsmouth, VA 23704-3872
Phone: (757) 393-8651 « Fax: (757) 393-5095
Email: paige.cherry@portsmouthva.gov

UMOJA 13 FESTIVAL




ACP

POIRTCNOITTH /A

WWW.naacp.org
Portsmouth Unit#7104

Get In Touch
PO BOX 3878
Portsmouth, VA.
23701

A¥ ! AN naacpportsmouth
The time for Justice and Equality is i A8 ST @gmail.com
always now. We are committed to the o Vo
work of social justice addressing [T, ) Follow Us

disparities throughout the City of «“  Insta: @naacpportsmouth
Portsmouth. FB:NAACPPORTSMOUTH

PORTSMOUTH BRANCH OF THE NAACP

UMOJA 14 FESTIVAL



Virginia African American Cultural Center

Congratulations to the city of Portsmouth, VA on its
31st Annual UMOJA Festival!

Founded in 2016, the mission of the Virginia African American

Cultural Center (VAACC) is to collect, preserve, interpret, inform
and celebrate Virginia’s African American history, culture and
community and to educate the public about African American

contributions in all areas of endeavor. The VAACC strives to be the
statewide leader in generating historical and cultural content
through programs, artistic performances and curated exhibits.

For more info visit our website: www.vaaccvb.org
Follow us on social media: Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn

The Virginia African American Cultural Center, Inc. is a Nonprofit 501(c)(3) Non-stock Corporation

UMOJA 15 FESTIVAL




CELEBRATING UNITY

55 WESTHAVE
8 FLEMENT m ,

StopTheVnolence?S? com
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\ L — Cheers To 31 Years
Y - EP ‘ » —— Of Unity, Community
“@\“ lakeesha“Klu”. Atkinson [Lod) B8

Portsmouth Public Schools
Vice Chair
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Portsmouth Police
Celebrates 31st Annual
Umoja Festival

The Portsmouth Police Department celebrates the 31st annual Umoja Festival, in the triie Spirit
and togetherness. Please continue to partner with us at our various community eng
opportunities throughout the city as we collahorate with ou citizens to make Por ace

to live, work, and play. And just in case you didnt know, your police depar ] for some

hometown heroes to join our team. Come and join us as we move to ) the b

enforcement agency in the State of Virginia. Be the change you
please visit us at PortsmouthPoliceCareers.com or speak with-our re
Again, on behalf of the men and women of the PP

Chief of Police

UMOIJA 17 FESTIVAL



PORTSMOUTH §

REDEVELOPMENT & HOUSING AUTHORITY

We’re Making Our City More Inviting Than Ever.

Portsmouth Redevelopment and Housing Authority
came into existence on September 13,1938 after the
Council of the City of Portsmouth adopted a resolution
to “determine and declare the existence of unsafe and
unsanitary dwellings in the City of Portsmouth” and
was directed by the Mayor to appoint a “Housing
Authority of the City of Portsmouth,” which became
the Portsmouth Housing Authority.

Our Mission is to enhance the quality of life for
the citizenry of Portsmouth through resource
acquisition, asset management, and pursuing
innovative opportunities.

e Improving Quality of Life
e Saving Neighborhoods

e Expanding Housing Options

The Board of Commissioners

and the Staff of the Portsmouth
Redevelopment and Housing
Authority are Proud Patrons of the
31" Annual UMOJA Festival.

For more information, call

(757) 399-5261

Or visit us online at www.prha.org

2023 UMOJA Sponsor
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VA

[ he smart move fo/‘ business,

From our rich maritime history to our emerging
technology industries and our robust small
business community, Portsmouth is the smart
move for business.

->

strategic local small access to
location at business national &
the center of funding global
Hampton resources markets
Roads

‘ PORTSMOUTHVA

economic development

UMOIJA 19 FESTIVAL




WE SEE THE
FUTURE

N YOU.

IT'S BRIGHT, EXCITING AND CHALLENGING.
LET'S TALK ABOUT IT.

Office of Admissions
NSU.EDU | 1.800.274.1821

admissions@nsu.edu .ms
Norfolk State University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award
associate, baccalaureate, master’s, and doctorate degrees. Questions about the accreditation of Norfolk State University may be NOR FOLK STATE

directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur,
Georgia 30033-4097, by calling (404)-679-4500, or by using information available on SACSCOC's website (www.sacscoc.org).

UNIVERSITY

UMOJA 20 FESTIVAL




UMOJ

ROGER BROWMNES -

2023 Umoja Festival

Great food, Live music and Great people
316 High St, Portsmouth, VA 23704 | www.rogerbrowns.com | 757.399.5377

UMOIJA 21 FESTIVAL




2023 UMOJA Sponsor

YOU BELIEVE
N

Music is about more than notes
It's about harmony.
About coming together,
enriching our lives.

WE AGREE
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s TOWNE BANK

Serving Others. Enriching Lives.
TowneBank.com/Community

Member FDIC
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LET'S TALK ALL TJ:‘HN‘@S‘

EAL ESTATE

REALTOR & ®ONSULTANT //

MISSTREALT GMAIL.C'

/SWELL REAL Esm CO.

GINIA BEACH, VA 23454// 4 R aia o o W

‘()P'FM% 216-9222

<o %
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CONGRATULATIONS

FROM THE

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

OF

INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

LOCAL 1248
3300 EAST PRINCESS ANNE ROAD NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502
OFFICERS
KENNETH L. GRAY wiewn 5 & comsens 5 & S08an ¥ 5 ¢ RS § § § S8355 5 0 % 5.5 PRESIDENT
RONALD L. MILBOURNE. . ... ...t iitininnnnnnncennnnsnns VICE PRESIDENT
KHRART 5. BOYD. carpns g5 savaesu ¥ § S0055 5 00 Sames & 5 & e RECORDING SECRETARY
CHRISTOPHER FAULK. ... ...ttt einimennennnnnnnen. SECRETARY TREASURER
SAMUEL J. DAVIS, JR. ..t itennennneennnneennenssnennns BUSINESS AGENT
DONATD F. BISHOP.iirsmasss sl bhsitd s = biulall o 5 o eiatabs o & & Sasa.= DELEGATE
REV. ERCELL SHARP, » 5 poswivy o & oo 5 @ @ @Rsws § & § @eeceiy & ¢ .aaowsy 2 CHAPLATN
JAVON HOLLOWAY. .. .o o vevems & @ sseaas & & cobms 2 5 5 886505 5 § SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
RODRICK RIDDICK: & & v v wivsssa 5 5 & stomsisa § % § 6420005 3 5 8 ASE% 5 €85 « « INNER GUARD

EXECUTIVE BOARD
WANDA H. TURNER. . . . . . . . . . « « 4« « « . . . . .STEPHEN LAMB

NATASHA A. WIGGINS TEEETEEEER. . ERIC M. HYMAN

TOYE MURPHY, JR.

- TRUSTEES

LINWOOD ARCHIBALD . ... ttinninnnsnnnnnenensnnnnnenss DARRYL TURNER
TIMOTHY L. JOHNSON, II

UMOJA 24 FESTIVAL



The 31st Annual
UMOJA it/

(“hesapeake Slizabeth City 5/“eninsula (“harlotte

The Mount he Mou The Mount The Mount
Chesapeake EllIzub’gﬁ Sljh/ Peenin?t'ijlg Charlotte

215 Las Gaviotas Blvd 1021 US 175 6406 George Washington 1520 Alleghany St
Chesapeake, VA 23322 Elizabeth City, NC 27909 Memorial H Charlotte, NC 28208
Yorktown, VA 23692

C)irginia Beach &/t Jestern Branch Suffolk &/ ortsmouth C)IRTUAL

The Mount The Mount The Mount The Mount The Mount
Virgi?nia gggch Western Branch Suffolk Portsmouth VIRTUAL

620 Baker Rd, 1968 Bruin P, 350 Kings Fork Rd. 900 Portsmouth Blvd
Virginia Beach, VA 23462 Chesapeake, VA 23321 Suffolk, VA 23434 Portsmouth, VA 23704

WWW.THEMOUNTLEADS.ORG
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THE ONLY WAY TO PLAY IN VA.

= . |

Try your luck with live table games like blackjack, poker, craps and roulette,

or your favorite Buffalo™ and Lightning Link™ slot machines. Enjoy a gourmet
meal at Admiral’s Steak & Seafood, or catch the game at BetRivers Sportsbook.
Plus, sign up for Rush Rewards to earn exclusive rewards when you play.




RIVERS CASINO

PORTSMOUTH




| | -
WALKING
mthe PROMISE
DAY CARE + ACADEMY

SUNDAY

Early Morning Worship
8 a.m.

Church In Training
9:30 a.m.

Mid-Morning Worship
11 a.m.
Tuesday

“The Gathering”
Noon

First Lady Wed nesd“y :/?if::r: R. Blount

Claudette McWilliams Blount
Worship Through God’s Word

7 p.m.

A Celebration of Unity

31! Anniversary

UMOJA 28 FESTIVAL
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2023 - OCT. 1, 2023

WWW.ICNAAINC.ORG

EX A
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. |.THE RENAISSANCE | LIFT EVERY VOICE

“wok FRIDAY 9/29/23 ~ 7PM-11PM | SATURDAY 9/30/23 ~ 7PM-11iPM
. '$100 FOR FRIDAY ONLY $225 FOR 3, DAY WEEKEND

Y SR

" ~MEET B GREET “~1ST ANNUAL"GREYHOUND
* ~SILENT AUCTION AWARDS” HONORING ALUMNI
~SILENT AUCTION

TR T

EORE

(CASUAL DRESS) .- (OSCARS THEME FORMAL ATTIRE)

YRS

425 WATER ST., PORTSMOUTH VA 23

TN 7

CHURCH SERVICE
SUNDAY 10/1/23 ~ 11AM
(SUNDAY SERVICE ATTIRE)

ZION BAPTIST CHURCH
7252 80 H ARl NS SHIE
PORTSMOUTH VA, 23704

Y VR T T

i’iﬁ":“"’- ZEAVE WA WY o A AT TR S ™ T IR W ARTRREAT Y o A LR T
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O nls:. Mok

) iconomar smoon ‘Mak
_ETS STAY co U?*' T) L

CONNECTED

n facebook.com/stmarkva

instagram.com/stmarkva

m linkedin.com/company/stmarkva

G YouTube: stmarkva

Givelify Give Online

¢ uv

‘ SUNDAY
10:45AM

PLUS
WED. NOON & 7PM

TEXT

@STMARKVA

TV- Sunday at 10AM (EST)

Cox Channel 4 SKY4 -WSKYDT TO 81010

Radio - Saturday 10-11AM

Station 1110AM WKQA For text updates

www.stmarkva.org
STAYING CONNECTED TO CHRIST AND COMMUNITY
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Dr. Kelvin E. Turner
Senior Pastor

Mrs. Karen M. Turner
First Lady

Visit Us:

225 Hatton Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

757-397-1671

Whitaker Education Bldg
528 Green Street
Portsmouth, VA 23704

Email Us:

churchoffice@zionbaptistva.com

Visit Us on the
Web:

http://zionbaptistva.com
Livestream:
zbc.churchonline.org

Facebook:
/ZBCPORTSMOUTH

Services:

9:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 Sunday Worship
Bible Study — Wednesday
12:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Zion Bapitiot Charch
Portomoutts, Vinginia

Salutes

The Portsmouth Annual
African-American Culture and Heritage
2023 UMOJA Festival

We salute your mission dedicated to
celebrating the best of the African American
Community and the African Diaspora culture.

3 ’ = : -
= .
f
"
, | /
1
|
3 -

“ion Baptist Church®

225 HATTON ST. PORTSMOUTH, VA

“The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave
nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)

UMOJA 31 FESTIVAL




Ghiird PBaptiss Ghurct

%&W

Xngja Festival “‘Eliders
@

Third Baptist Church
461 Godwin Street
Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

757-393-9312
officestaff@tbc.hrcoxmail.com
www.tbcport.com

Joseph A. Fleming, Senior Pastor

UMOIJA 32 FESTIVAL




METROPOLITAN

Funeral Service

Berkley Chapel Granby Chapel

120 W. Berkley Avenue 7246 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23523 Norfolk, VA 23505

Portsmouth Chapel Suffolk Chapel
5605 Portsmouth Boulevard 268 Holladay Street
Portsmouth, VA 23701 Suffolk, VA 23434

Personal Service, Peace of Mind, Pleasant Memories

www.metropolitanfuneralservice.com

UMOJA 33 FESTIVAL



Grove Church

A MINISTRY MEETING THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE

Grove Church

Joins
Church and Community

In Action (CCIA)
In Celebrating the

Annual Umoja Festival 2023

Memorial Day Weekend ~ May 26 - May 29

‘Unity is strength,
division is weakness."
Swahili Proverb

Dr. Melvin O. Marriner, Senior Pasto
&
Capt. Shelley K. Marriner, US Navy,

5910 West Norfolk Road
Portsmouth, Virginia
Visit GroveChurchVA.com o
or call 757.484.4149

UMOJA 34 FESTIVAL



CELEBRATING UNITY

Umoja is a 3-day celebration of unity

and diversity.
international food, local arfists, ki

Join us for live music and other performances,
ds' activities, a marketplace & more. It's a family-friendly
celebration of contemporary & ancient African culture on the Portsmouth waterfront.

All performances aré at Festival Park and are FREE and OPEN to the public, with the
exception of Saturday's Boyz Il Men concert, which will be at the n

earby Aflantic Union Bank

Pavilion, which requires tickets.

L

SAT,

5:30pM 2:00pM 2:00pM .

opening Cceremony Phazzil Band New Sisters In christ

al15pm 2:00pM 3:00pM

Tidewater prive Band Heritage Tour Legacy

2:00pm 2j15pmM Loopm _ _

Dee tI:'-)'olim:e and 5 Star Ricky White and

Phenomen al sounds e Believers Kamp

: atter By Tuesdal 5-:00pM

g:g %d i - ¥ The Tidewater
S:U5pMm chapter of GMWA
Ralazz choir

:00pMm 2.00-5:00pM ___ _

BBng 11 Men Children's Activities

Pm“smum gt the Pavilion (PAID)

VIRGINIA

2:00 - 6.00pMm
Children's Activities

Learn more at “MOWF&S‘POI‘SMO\I\‘.\\M\\\
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'E"-'w MOUNT OLIVET

IST CHURCH‘

Lowe,

Dr. Milton R. Blodite
T Minister Claudette Bloiiies
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THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN
HISTORICAL | |
SOCIETY OF Vg

PORTSMOUTH

SINCE 1996

Portsmouth Colored Library Museum
904 Elm Avenue | Portsmouth, VA 23704

The African American Historical Society of Check our

Portsmouth (AAHSP) is dedicated to local website for a
African  American history by promoting, Black History
encouraging, and coordinating original historical Portsmouth
activities related to African Americans in  Scavenger Hunt
Portsmouth. The organization works through coming soon!
oral and written interviews, and other research JUNE 6TH

activities. AAHSP is also interested in identifying

locations and owners of African American

artifacts, pictures/photographs, and other

objects.

L

L 2

"A people without knowledge of their past is like a tree without roots”
- Marcus Garvey

blackhistoryportsmouth.org

UMOJA 37 FESTIVAL




The mission of The Joe Lee
Hansley Foundation (JLHF) is to
provide outreach to at risk youth,

by promoting educational
enrichment, leadership skills,
one-on-one mentoring and global
service initiatives that will
cultivate the next generation of
responsible leaders.

The Jeoe ﬁe&fﬂa/wM? MisSion

Llatlemen

JOE LEE HANSLEY
FOUNDATION

UMOJA 38
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"Building bridges for youth”

VISION

A supernatural appearance
that conveys a revelation.

PURPOSE

Something set up as an
object or ends to be
attained.

GOAL

The terminal point of a
race.




S15TANNUAL

The Portsmouth City Council affirmed its commitment to
cultural diversity nearly 33 years ago with the creation of
a Diversity Commission and the Annual Umoja Festival
which serves to connect and link the citizenry to the
common thread of culture, history, and values. Umoja,
a Kiswahili word meaning unity, is the first principle of
Kwanzaa which emulates unity in the family, community,
and nation.

The City of Portsmouth, an official Coast Guard City,
is approximately 33 square miles and is located in
the southeastern corner of Virginia in the center of
the Hampton Roads region. Hampton Roads is the
largest metropolitan area between Washington, D.C.
and Atlanta. According to the current U.S. Census
information, Portsmouth has over 96,000 citizens;
50.8% black; 44.8% white; and 4.4% other, and a
median household income of $45,488. Portsmouth is a
friendly, quaint, and historic city with an eclectic mix of
historic neighborhoods, businesses, tree-lined streets,
and turn-of-the-century homes.

Portsmouth City Council envisions a community and
a government that is transparent, engaging, and
delivers high-level quality of life services to its citizens,
visitors, businesses, community and regional partners,
and positions Portsmouth as a viable city in which to
live, work, and play in the Hampton Roads region.
City Council makes a commitment that it will strive to
achieve this vision through its various official actions
and decisions. The Umoja Festival reflects that vision
in that it engages and celebrates Portsmouth’s cultural
diversity.

S
The City of Portsmouth Umoja Festival

Because of the Council’s initiative relative to diversity,
and in particular towards creating an awareness
of African-American culture, then Portsmouth City
Manager Wayne Orton and then Director of Parks,
Recreation & Leisure Services, Dr. L. Pettis Patton,
modeled the Umoja Festival after Annapolis, Maryland’s
Kunte Kinte Heritage Festival, and in September 1990,
the first Umoja Festival was born.

The Executive Planning Committee is comprised of
citizens, businesses, community partners, and city
employees from six different departments. The festival
is held at Festival Park located on the downtown
waterfront of the beautiful historic city. The waterfront
serves as the perfect area because it enables festival
goers to connect with Virginia’s largest Port which, by
the end of the 19th Century, was very instrumental in
the Underground Railroad.

All activities are planned with the family in mind, and are
intended to showcase the sights, sounds, tastes, feel,
and savory smells of the rich African culture. The major
anchors for the festival that link the common thread
of culture include artisan vendors, concessionaires,
and storytellers. Artisan vendors sell their wares and
commodities that acquaint attendees with African oils
and musk, shea butter, hand-made jewelry, clothing,
masks, drums, musical instruments, statues, woven
cloths, and baskets. Concessionaires come to the
festival from as far away as Louisiana, bringing with
them a variety of ethnic foods which include jambalaya,
larderbout, jerk chicken and ox tails, yellow rice, fried
plantain, chicken, fish, and much more. Storytelling

UMOJA 39 FESTIVAL



begins at the opening of the festival. A drum call, African
dancers, processional/parade, libation ceremony, and
permission ceremony are African customs that are used
to start a major event or celebration. As African culture
would have it, permission from the elders is sought
because of their wisdom, knowledge, and experience.
In Portsmouth, elders from the community are selected
and asked to serve as our ceremonial elders as a matter
of respect, in keeping with the African tradition of our
Sister City, Eldoret, Kenya.

Ancillary activities: Community Forums, Kid’s Corner,
African-American Heritage Tours, Local and National
Entertainment (Solo artists, Gospel Choirs, and Bands),
and Educational & Wellness Exhibits are also intended
to connect the citizenry to African-American culture
while also providing education and information needed
to strengthen unity in the Portsmouth community. In
particular, the African-American Heritage Tour includes
a storyteller that provides education and awareness
of the contributions made by African-Americans from
Portsmouth’s past. The tour also traces the steps and
paths of historical greats like Portsmouth’s Sergeant
Charles Veale who served with Company D of the
4th Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry and who received
the Medal of Honor; and Harriet Tubman whose
Underground Railroad provided a path of freedom
through Portsmouth. The tour includes a visit to
Emanuel A.M.E. Church, the oldest black church in the
city that served as a safe haven for Harriet Tubman and
the Underground Railroad. The edifice, benches, and
wrought iron railings were hand-built by slaves in 1857.

Overall support from the faith-based, business, military
communities, and wellness organizations provide added
value with regard to partnerships, enhanced relations
and festival production. These relationships serve to
bridge the gap and create enduring partnerships that
ultimately increase the City’s return-on-investment and
intrinsic value.

The Portsmouth Umoja Festival is a modern day
tradition that was contrived nearly 26 years ago
out of a simple mission—to educate, acclimate, and
connect the citizenry to its African-American heritage.
Having outlived every festival of its kind in Southside
Hampton Roads, the 22nd Annual Umoja Festival was
moved from September to Memorial Day Weekend, to

capitalize on the official start of the summer vacation
season. This decision was the right one, and has
exponentially increased the number of attendees. The
26th Annual Umoja Festival is poised to continue the
tradition of excellence in promoting cultural diversity,
not only in Portsmouth, but in all of Hampton Roads.
The Umoja Festival is not only a good example of
cultural diversity, but also a tradition. Because of
the level of excellence in producing the festival, the
City Council continues to sanction the event with its
financial resources, participates in activities, and hosts
a reception for local politicians, community leaders, and
city employees. The Executive Committee, which plans
and produces the festival, is comprised of a diverse
group of dedicated workers and citizens from various
sectors, and includes city departments, private-sector
businesses, members from the faith-based community,
law enforcement, fire services, and community
organizers.

The City of Portsmouth uses this event to create
awareness of African-American Heritage while infusing
Portsmouth’s own history as it relates to African-
Americans and their contributions. The history is
presented as a historical treasure in a manner that
transcends race and ethnicity, and becomes valuable
knowledge for a diverse community. All of the other
activities  further enhance the African-American
experience through its customs, traditions, music, and
culture in an effort to convey that its roots are connected
to the continent of Africa.

While celebrating the Umoja Festival and the African-
American culture, we have learned that when our
culture fosters inclusiveness, it further increases
livability and promotes unity among the races. In the
past, the Executive Committee and the Umoja Festival
had paid tribute to our own citizens’ accomplishments,
Portsmouth native and 2008 Gold Olympian, LaShawn
Merritt and Portsmouth native and New York Times
Best-seling author of “Makes Me Wanna Holler,”
Nathan McCall has served as special guests in an effort
to celebrate the contributions that Portsmouth natives
have made on a national level. Overall planning includes
showcasing multi-cultural offerings by diversifying
entertainment, using market segmentation strategies,
and creating top-of-mind awareness in promoting the
festival within the Hampton Roads region and beyond.

UMOJA 40 FESTIVAL



* *x

» *

CHURCH AND

COMMUNITY AND ACTION

Pastor Milton R. Blount
PRESIDENT

Bishop William Richardson, Sr.

VICE-PRESIDENT

Marilyn Hill
TREASURER

Angela Cox-Hollingsworth
SECRETARY

PAST PRESIDENTS

Pastor Michael Green
Pastor Milton R. Blount
Pastor Allen Clark

Father Arcelious Ellioft
Pastor Joe B. Fleming
Bishop Charles Bowens, Jr.
Rev. Andrew Chapman
Pastor Ronnie Northam, Sr.
Rev. James Mason

CCIA

LUNCHEON
MEETING

is every Thursday at
New Mount Olivet
Baptist Church at Noon
For more information,

call (757) 393-7374.

NEXT EVENT:

MLK Scholarship Breakfast
January 2024 * 8 a.m.
Edmonds Center

I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the alters
of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and

non-violent redemptive goodwill and will proclaim the rule of the land.”

—DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

CCIA MISSION

The Church and Community In Action was organized to
provide community leaders with opportunities to address
the needs and problems of the citizens of Portsmouth,
Virginia. Its membership includes a diverse number of
religious, civic, educational, social, and political workers
and leaders of the community with one main objective in
mind... Improving the quality of life for all of the people in
the City of Portsmouth, Virginia.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

*  Sponsored banquets honoring Portsmouth’s Legends
* Coordinated Summer Tutorial Program

*  Sponsors of the UMOJA Festival souvenir book

*  Worked with NAACP on several initiatives

* Served as a non-partisan forum for candidates to
discuss issues that impacted Portsmouth citizens

* Served as a clearinghouse of information for
Community and City agencies

* Assisted with the homeless and HIV/AIDS initiative

* Sponsored the YO (Youth Outreach) Summit

*  Provided Christmas gifts for Foster Care youth

*  Purchase sports uniforms for children

* Have given scholarships to college-bound youth

*  Sponsored a Violence Prevention Summit

* Donations made to Disaster Restoration

*  Contributed to Sports Little League (Football and Basketball)

e Assist to take Senior Citizens to the Polls

C/O NEW MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH « 1000 COUNTY STREET « PORTSMOUTH, VA 23704 + (757) 399-7374
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Create an affordable price, just for you.

o= StateFarm*

Tracey E Vinson
Agent
3900 Greenway Ct N
Portsmouth, VA 23707-3802

| can help you bundle your home & auto
Bus: 757-399-0001 to create an affordable price, just for you.

Cell: 757-349-6754 Call, click or stop by for a quote today.
www.insuredbytvsf.com State Farm Mutual Automobletsur anca Compary, Stata Farm ndarmrity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company. State Farm General Insurance Company, Blo

State| Texas. State Farm Lioyds. Ri

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.” StateForm Floridalnsurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Security
Training
by ENH Tactica
Solutions LLC

We Provide

tion

757- 609-0161 / 800-227-6201
info@enhtactical.com All are Welcomed
ENH Tactical Solutions LLC Bl

ENH TACTICAL SOLUTIONS LLC| E
THAR A RE AR 0 A SRR

www.ENHtacticalcom SCAN ME
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COOPER SPONG & DAVIS, P. C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

We Are Here to Serve You

200 High Street, Suite 500 e Portsmouth, VA 23704
Suffolk and Virginia Beach Offices by Appointment Only
(757) 397-3481

Corporate and Commercial Law  hitps://cooperspong.com Wills, Estates, And Trusts

Land Use, Planning, and Zoning
Landlord /Tenant

Elder Law

Collection Law/Creditors’ Rights

Business Succession
Municipal Law

Tax Law

Real Estate Transactions

o
ConGrATULATIONS

Congratulations on your great work.
You've worked so hard and pushed your
abilities to the limit to make this success happen.
The recognition is well deserved.

Noble Street Baptist Church
Rev. Henry P. Jones Pastor
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Are You A Visionary??
PARC is seeking visionaries to serve on an Advisory Committee to Plan and Implement
“PARC - Reboot 2023”
Looking for Persons Who have Been Homeless, Strategic Planners, Affordable Housing Developers, Architects,
Social Media for Business Experts, and Business Financial Accounting Experts who think outside the box to
plan Housing services for Portsmouth’s Homeless Families and Singles with PARC. =5
For more information email PARC-Reboot@parc.hrcoxmail.com or visit
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAreaResourcesCoalition

In the spirit of UM
which do you choose
GORS

UMOJA - To strive for and maintain unity

in the family, community, nation, and race

PORTSMOUTH FIRE RESCUE & EMERGENCY SERVICES

“Focus on the Community”

We wish you all a safe and joyful experience during the 2023 Umoja
Festival. Remember to stay hydrated and think, Safety First!

+ Smoke Detector Installation - Provide and install smoke detectors or replace batteries
« Home Safety Surveys - Firefighters Survey your home for fire hazards

e Youth Academy - Hands on firefighter training for students 13-17

+ Group Safety Talks including topics such as: Hands Only CPR, Fire Extinguisher training, and
all things fire and EMS!

For more information, contact our offices: 757-393-8765
311 County Street, Suit 200
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Thank You Portsmouth
for your continuous support!

v
<
6

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ©

EFFINGHAM STREET. FAMILY - - : =
FOR HEALTHY LIVING NGHAM STREET. EA1 757-399-5511 Ms. T. Williams

FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PORTSMOUTH, VA 23704 E twilliams@ymcashr.org W ymcashr.org Executive Director

A vegan wellness restaurant inspired by Dr.
Sebi Nutritional Guide that offers alkaline
menu options that are uniquely delicious
yet least detrimental to the body!

615 High Street
Portsmouth VA
Tuesday-Saturday
11 am - 8 pm
757-606-1307
Vegan Soul Food that feeds your Cells

Vegan Chicken Waffle * Vegan Steak * Vegan Crab
Cake* Vegan Burger * Wild Rice* Wraps * Sea Moss
Salads * Smoothies * Juices * Alkaline Bowls * Fig Coffee
* Chaga Tea * Soursop drinks * Sober Bar and more!

Google Beyond Vegan Cell Food to learn more!
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1915 VICTORY BLVD « PORTSMOUTH VA 23704

757.392.2539

Congratulations
and
Best Wishes
on a Successful
UMOJA FESTIVAL




Sprinkle & Sprinkle, PLLC

Attorneys at Law
355 Crawlord Street, Suite 822
Portsmouth, VA 23704
(757) 397-9797
(757) 397-9796 facsimile
Email: sprinklelaw@aol.com

J. Wayne Sprinkle, Esquire
Ali T. Sprinkle, Esquire

Dinner and a Movie
7 Days a Week!

421 High Street
Olde Towne Portsmouth

(757) 393-6962

www.commodoretheatre.com

BEST WISHES ON YOUR

31t ANNUAL UMOJA FESTIVAL

Back A
($ O%Flnﬂqw K ©

-‘

462 Washington Street
Old Towne Portsmouth, Virginia 23704

ED FORLINES KEN WOOLARD
Since 1991
Shop Hours:
757.398.2700 Daily 10-6
757.398.8606 Fax Sunday 12-6

UMOIJA

Bloom Where
You’re Planted

1600 Portsmouth Blvd. ® Portsmouth, VA 23704
757-397-1818

Michelle B. Glasper

msblooms417@yahoo.com
757-761-0138 (cell)
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j‘asamm Eemmng Tnstitute,crc

World-Class Education

1400 Kempsville Road
Ste. 105
Chesapeake, VA 23320
757-208-7407
Info@)asaron

Learninglnstitute.conl'[‘ UTORING

Tutoring services are able to be provided in person
and online for learners in K to Adult education
programs.

LIFE COACHING

Are you frustrated with your life? Do you feel stuck?
We can help. Get unstuck and let us help you find
your path.

TESTING PREP ‘ >

Do you need to take the SAT? ACT? GED? VCLA? RVE? We : o

can help. =

Apex Financial Group of VA, Inc.

A provider of financial services

At Apex Financial Group of VA, Inc. we believe a
financial plan is a long term commitment, a process
which requires continual review and update. That
is why we aim to establish an ongoing confidential
relationship with our client. As professional financial
advisors we will help you fine the right mix planning
options and financial vehicles to fit your personal
objectives.

Apex Is The Place To Be For:

Life Insurance
Health Insurance

Retirement Planning
Employee Benefits
Disability Income Program
Family Financial Planning
Estate Planning

Executive Benefits

Anthony C. Epps
355 Crawford St. Suite 320 ¢ Portsmouth, VA 23704
Bus: 757.640.0207
www.apexfinancialgroupofva.com

UMOIJA

LEs SMITH
INEVITABLE FINANCIAL PARTNERS

LIFE, HEALTH, DENTAL & VISION INSURANCE,
MEDICARE, LONG TERM CARE, DISABILITY,
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

732 Eden Way N., Suite E #107 + Chesapeake, VA 23320
757-383-8618 (0) » 757-724-3164 (M)
lessiesmithO6@gmail.com (email)

www.inevitablefp.com

Chenequa Avelino Mg [¥11lsla]s!

Sales Representative

5802 E. Virginia Beach Blvd.
Suite120
Norfolk, VA 23502

cavelino@humana.com
Humana.com/cavelino

C: 757-604-7079
P: 888-719-0718

48 FESTIVAL



JOIN THE NEW JOURNAL AND GUIDE
FOR OUR ANNUAL

?
IMPA( CTING

V512023

CEREMONY

trUNION £ Rl

PRESERVING THE PAST. RECORDING THE PRESENT.
EMBRACING THE FUTURE.

1900-2023

SAVE THE DATE MURRAY BANQUET CENTER

455 E. BRAMBLETON AVE
10.21.2023 | 9A.M. - 12P.M. NORFOLK, VA 23510

Scan QR code Guide! ,;E

Subscribe now to get
to su bscrlbe your E-GUIDE for free!

GCet ready to experience your favorite 123-year-old newspaper like
never before! Our new digital version allows you to read the news
conveniently on your computer, tablet, or smartphone. Stay up-
to-date with breaking news, sports, and entertainment.

PuBLISHER BRENDA H. ANDREWS

SUBSCRIBE

757-543-6531 | 5127 E. Virginia Beach Blvd. Norfolk, VA | www.thenewjournalandguide.com
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PRIME 255

& B A N BeY

PREMIUM DINING EXPERIENCE FEATURING LIVE MUSIC,
CHIC ARTISTRY & AUTHENTIC SOUTHERN CUISINE.

LOCATED AT 255 GRANBY STREET NORFOLK, VA
Website: https://prime2550ongranby.com

M

OUR MISSION AT THE CBD:SHOPPE.IS TO EDUCATE AND PROVIDE
THE COMMUNITY OF NORFOLK AND BEYOND WITH QUALIFIED LAB TESTED
CANNABINOID BASED PRODUCTS TO HELP PROMOTE A HEALTHY ALL NATURAL
- LIFESTYLE.

B https://thecbdshoppenorfolk.com/
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Congratulations on a Successful
Umoja Festival
Please Vote November 7, 2023

Re-Elect Delegate Don Scott (D)

88" House of Delegates

Congratulations
to our
newest partner,
Don Scott

BREIT
BINIAZAN

TRIAL LAWYERS

“It is a privilege to serve the people. A privilege that must be earned, and
once earned, there is an obligation to do some good for the people.”

Paid for and authorized by Don Scott for Delegate




celebrate unity and togetherness in t
community, and nation.

Vote to RE-ELECT Senator L. Louise Lu

Early Voting Begins May 5th
Democratic Primary is June 20t




