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May 1, 2023 

As Portsmouth’s Interim City Manager, I welcome you, your family, and your friends to 
the 31st Annual Umoja Festival. Umoja is a Kiswahili word meaning unity, and this festival is an 
effort to affirm the city of Portsmouth’s commitment to understanding cultural diversity.  

During the festival weekend, take the opportunity to observe and engage in the cultural 
traditions, foods, crafts, music, and more represented in this celebration of African American 
heritage and history.  

The 31st Annual Umoja Festival is one of our great Portsmouth traditions. The festival 
committee has worked diligently to create a one-of-a-kind experience for you and your family 
for our annual kick-off of the official start of the summer festival season. 

Please enjoy the Portsmouth Historic City and the waterfront. 

Kwa dhati, 

  

Mimi Terry  
Interim City Manager 
Portsmouth VA 
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LEARN MORE AT CLARKFORDELEGATE.COM



U M O J A    8   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    9   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    10   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    11   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    12   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    13   F E S T I V A L

Best wishes from 

Paige D. Cherry 

 and the 

Portsmouth City Treasurer’s Office 

for a safe and successful 

31st Annual UMOJA Festival 

	
Paige D. Cherry, City Treasurer 

City Treasurer’s Office 
801 Crawford Street • Portsmouth, VA 23704-3872 

Phone: (757) 393-8651 • Fax: (757) 393-5095 
 Email: paige.cherry@portsmouthva.gov 
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WE ARE 
HIRING!

Portsmouth Police 
Celebrates 31st Annual 
Umoja Festival

The Portsmouth Police Department celebrates the 31st annual Umoja Festival, in the true spirit of unity 
and togetherness. Please continue to partner with us at our various community engagement 

opportunities throughout the city as we collaborate with our citizens to make Portsmouth a safer place 
to live, work, and play. And just in case you didn’t know, your police department is looking for some 

hometown heroes to join our team. Come and join us as we move toward becoming the best law 
enforcement agency in the State of Virginia. Be the change you want to see! For more information, 

please visit us at PortsmouthPoliceCareers.com or speak with our recruiter at (757) 393-8020. 
Again, on behalf of the men and women of the PPD, enjoy the festival.

Stephen D. Jenkins
Chief of Police
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From our rich maritime history to our emerging
technology industries and our robust small

business community, Portsmouth is the smart
move for business.

strategic
location at

the center of
Hampton

Roads

local small
business
funding

resources

access to
national &

global
markets

VAPORTSMOUTH
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Norfolk State University is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges to award 
associate, baccalaureate, master’s, and doctorate degrees. Questions about the accreditation of Norfolk State University may be 
directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, 
Georgia 30033-4097, by calling (404)-679-4500, or by using information available on SACSCOC’s website (www.sacscoc.org).

Office of Admissions
NSU.EDU | 1.800.274.1821
admissions@nsu.edu

IT’S BRIGHT, EXCITING AND CHALLENGING.
LET’S TALK ABOUT IT.
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TowneBank.com/Community Member FDIC 

Music is about more than notes. 
It’s about harmony.  

About coming together,  
enriching our lives. 

 
W E  A G R E E

YO U  B E L I E V E

Arts_UMOJA_Festival_Portsmouth_Jazz_Raggae_Gospel_Rythum_Bllues_8.5x11_4c_Ad.indd   1 5/12/23   5:18 PM
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REALTOR & CONSULTANT 

SWELL REAL ESTATE CO.
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23454

OFFICE: 757-216-9222

L E T ' S  T A L K  A L L  T H I N G S

Brokered By:

MISSTREALTY@GMAIL.COM 

" C H A N G I N G  L I V E S  O N E S  S T O R Y ,  O N E  D E A L ,  O N E  K E Y  A T  A  T I M E ! "
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GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-GAMBLER.

THE ONLY WAY TO PLAY IN VA.

Try your luck with live table games like blackjack, poker, craps and roulette, 

or your favorite Buffalo™ and Lightning Link™ slot machines. Enjoy a gourmet 

meal at Admiral’s Steak & Seafood, or catch the game at BetRivers Sportsbook. 

Plus, sign up for Rush Rewards to earn exclusive rewards when you play.

97852_PVA_UmojaFest_PRNT_FINAL.indd   1 5/8/23   4:03 PM
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Third Baptist Church 

Congratulates 
Senior Station King and Queen 

Umoja Festival Elders 
Deacon Leigh, Sr. 

& 
Deaconess Eugenia Burton    

 
Third Baptist Church 

 461 Godwin Street 
 Portsmouth, Virginia 23704 
 757-393-9312 

officestaff@tbc.hrcoxmail.com                
 www.tbcport.com 
 

Joseph A. Fleming, Senior Pastor       
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Grove Church 
A MINISTRY MEETING THE NEEDS OF PEOPLE 

Grove Church 
Joins 

Church and Community 
In Action (CCIA)

 In Celebrating the 

Annual Umoja Festival 2023
Memorial Day Weekend ~ May 26 - May 29  

"Unity is strength,
division is weakness." 
Swahili Proverb 

Dr. Melvin 0. Marriner, Senior Pasto 
& 

Capt. Shelley K. Marriner, US Navy, 
Retired 
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The Portsmouth City Council affirmed its commitment to 
cultural diversity nearly 26 years ago with the creation of 
a Diversity Commission and the Annual Umoja Festival 
which serves to connect and link the citizenry to the 
common thread of culture, history, and values. Umoja, 
a Kiswahili word meaning unity, is the first principle of 
Kwanzaa which emulates unity in the family, community, 
and nation.

The City of Portsmouth, an official Coast Guard City, 
is approximately 33 square miles and is located in 
the southeastern corner of Virginia in the center of 
the Hampton Roads region. Hampton Roads is the 
largest metropolitan area between Washington, D.C. 
and Atlanta. According to the current U.S. Census 
information, Portsmouth has over 96,000 citizens; 
50.8% black; 44.8% white; and 4.4% other, and a 
median household income of $45,488. Portsmouth is a 
friendly, quaint, and historic city with an eclectic mix of 
historic neighborhoods, businesses, tree-lined streets, 
and turn-of-the-century homes.

Portsmouth City Council envisions a community and 
a government that is transparent, engaging, and 
delivers high-level quality of life services to its citizens, 
visitors, businesses, community and regional partners, 
and positions Portsmouth as a viable city in which to 
live, work, and play in the Hampton Roads region. 
City Council makes a commitment that it will strive to 
achieve this vision through its various official actions 
and decisions. The Umoja Festival reflects that vision 
in that it engages and celebrates Portsmouth’s cultural 
diversity.

Because of the Council’s initiative relative to diversity, 
and in particular towards creating an awareness 
of African-American culture, then Portsmouth City 
Manager Wayne Orton and then Director of Parks, 
Recreation & Leisure Services, Dr. L. Pettis Patton, 
modeled the Umoja Festival after Annapolis, Maryland’s 
Kunte Kinte Heritage Festival, and in September 1990, 
the first Umoja Festival was born.

The Executive Planning Committee is comprised of 
citizens, businesses, community partners, and city 
employees from six different departments. The festival 
is held at Festival Park located on the downtown 
waterfront of the beautiful historic city. The waterfront 
serves as the perfect area because it enables festival 
goers to connect with Virginia’s largest Port which, by 
the end of the 19th Century, was very instrumental in 
the Underground Railroad.

All activities are planned with the family in mind, and are 
intended to showcase the sights, sounds, tastes, feel, 
and savory smells of the rich African culture. The major 
anchors for the festival that link the common thread 
of culture include artisan vendors, concessionaires, 
and storytellers. Artisan vendors sell their wares and 
commodities that acquaint attendees with African oils 
and musk, shea butter, hand-made jewelry, clothing, 
masks, drums, musical instruments, statues, woven 
cloths, and baskets. Concessionaires come to the 
festival from as far away as Louisiana, bringing with 
them a variety of ethnic foods which include jambalaya, 
larderbout, jerk chicken and ox tails, yellow rice, fried 
plantain, chicken, fish, and much more. Storytelling 

The City of Portsmouth Umoja Festival

31ST ANNUAL

33
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begins at the opening of the festival. A drum call, African 
dancers, processional/parade, libation ceremony, and 
permission ceremony are African customs that are used 
to start a major event or celebration. As African culture 
would have it, permission from the elders is sought 
because of their wisdom, knowledge, and experience. 
In Portsmouth, elders from the community are selected 
and asked to serve as our ceremonial elders as a matter 
of respect, in keeping with the African tradition of our 
Sister City, Eldoret, Kenya.

Ancillary activities: Community Forums, Kid’s Corner, 
African-American Heritage Tours, Local and National 
Entertainment (Solo artists, Gospel Choirs, and Bands), 
and Educational & Wellness Exhibits are also intended 
to connect the citizenry to African-American culture 
while also providing education and information needed 
to strengthen unity in the Portsmouth community. In 
particular, the African-American Heritage Tour includes 
a storyteller that provides education and awareness 
of the contributions made by African-Americans from 
Portsmouth’s past. The tour also traces the steps and 
paths of historical greats like Portsmouth’s Sergeant 
Charles Veale who served with Company D of the 
4th Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry and who received 
the Medal of Honor; and Harriet Tubman whose 
Underground Railroad provided a path of freedom 
through Portsmouth. The tour includes a visit to 
Emanuel A.M.E. Church, the oldest black church in the 
city that served as a safe haven for Harriet Tubman and 
the Underground Railroad. The edifice, benches, and 
wrought iron railings were hand-built by slaves in 1857.

Overall support from the faith-based, business, military 
communities, and wellness organizations provide added 
value with regard to partnerships, enhanced relations 
and festival production. These relationships serve to 
bridge the gap and create enduring partnerships that 
ultimately increase the City’s return-on-investment and 
intrinsic value.

The Portsmouth Umoja Festival is a modern day 
tradition that was contrived nearly 26 years ago 
out of a simple mission–to educate, acclimate, and 
connect the citizenry to its African-American heritage. 
Having outlived every festival of its kind in Southside 
Hampton Roads, the 22nd Annual Umoja Festival was 
moved from September to Memorial Day Weekend, to 

capitalize on the official start of the summer vacation 
season. This decision was the right one, and has 
exponentially increased the number of attendees. The 
26th Annual Umoja Festival is poised to continue the 
tradition of excellence in promoting cultural diversity, 
not only in Portsmouth, but in all of Hampton Roads.
The Umoja Festival is not only a good example of 
cultural diversity, but also a tradition. Because of 
the level of excellence in producing the festival, the 
City Council continues to sanction the event with its 
financial resources, participates in activities, and hosts 
a reception for local politicians, community leaders, and 
city employees. The Executive Committee, which plans 
and produces the festival, is comprised of a diverse 
group of dedicated workers and citizens from various 
sectors, and includes city departments, private-sector 
businesses, members from the faith-based community, 
law enforcement, fire services, and community 
organizers.

The City of Portsmouth uses this event to create 
awareness of African-American Heritage while infusing 
Portsmouth’s own history as it relates to African-
Americans and their contributions. The history is 
presented as a historical treasure in a manner that 
transcends race and ethnicity, and becomes valuable 
knowledge for a diverse community. All of the other 
activities further enhance the African-American 
experience through its customs, traditions, music, and 
culture in an effort to convey that its roots are connected 
to the continent of Africa.

While celebrating the Umoja Festival and the African-
American culture, we have learned that when our 
culture fosters inclusiveness, it further increases 
livability and promotes unity among the races. In the 
past, the Executive Committee and the Umoja Festival 
had paid tribute to our own citizens’ accomplishments, 
Portsmouth native and 2008 Gold Olympian, LaShawn 
Merritt and Portsmouth native and New York Times 
Best-selling author of “Makes Me Wanna Holler,” 
Nathan McCall has served as special guests in an effort 
to celebrate the contributions that Portsmouth natives 
have made on a national level. Overall planning includes 
showcasing multi-cultural offerings by diversifying 
entertainment, using market segmentation strategies, 
and creating top-of-mind awareness in promoting the 
festival within the Hampton Roads region and beyond.
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C/O NEW MOUNT OLIVET BAPTIST CHURCH • 1000 COUNTY STREET • PORTSMOUTH, VA 23704 •  (757) 399-7374

CCIA MISSION
The Church and Community In Action was organized to 
provide community leaders with opportunities to address 
the needs and problems of the citizens of Portsmouth, 
Virginia. Its membership includes a diverse number of 
religious, civic, educational, social, and political workers 
and leaders of the community with one main objective in 
mind... Improving the quality of life for all of the people in 
the City of Portsmouth, Virginia.

Pastor Milton R. Blount 
PRESIDENT

Bishop William Richardson, Sr.
VICE-PRESIDENT

Marilyn Hill
TREASURER 

Angela Cox-Hollingsworth
SECRETARY

PAST PRESIDENTS

Pastor Michael Green
Pastor Milton R. Blount
Pastor Allen Clark
Father Arcelious Elliott
Pastor Joe B. Fleming
Bishop Charles Bowens, Jr. 
Rev. Andrew Chapman
Pastor Ronnie Northam, Sr. 
Rev. James Mason

CCIA
LUNCHEON
MEETING
is every Thursday at
New Mount Olivet
Baptist Church at Noon
For more information,
call (757) 393-7374.

NEXT EVENT:
MLK Scholarship Breakfast
January 2024 • 8 a.m.
Edmonds Center

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Sponsored banquets honoring Portsmouth’s Legends

• Coordinated Summer Tutorial Program

• Sponsors of the UMOJA Festival souvenir book

• Worked with NAACP on several initiatives

• Served as a non-partisan forum for candidates to     
           discuss issues that impacted Portsmouth citizens

• Served as a clearinghouse of information for
     Community and City agencies
• Assisted with the homeless and HIV/AIDS initiative

• Sponsored the YO (Youth Outreach) Summit

• Provided Christmas gifts for Foster Care youth

• Purchase sports uniforms for children

• Have given scholarships to college-bound youth

• Sponsored a Violence Prevention Summit

• Donations made to Disaster Restoration

• Contributed to Sports Little League (Football and Basketball)

• Assist to take Senior Citizens to the Polls

“I still believe that one day mankind will bow before the alters
of God and be crowned triumphant over war and bloodshed, and

non-violent redemptive goodwill and will proclaim the rule of the land.”
—DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Create an affordable price, just for you.
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Are You A Visionary??  
PARC is seeking visionaries to serve on an Advisory Committee to Plan and Implement 

“PARC – Reboot 2023”
Looking for Persons Who have Been Homeless, Strategic Planners, Affordable Housing Developers, Architects, 

Social Media for Business Experts, and Business Financial Accounting Experts who think outside the box to
plan Housing services for Portsmouth’s Homeless Families and Singles with PARC.

For more information email PARC-Reboot@parc.hrcoxmail.com or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/PortsmouthAreaResourcesCoalition

UMOJA - To strive for and maintain unity 
in the family, community, nation, and race
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services

Let's us help teach your child in different subjects.

Life Coaching
Are you frustrated with your life? Do you feel stuck? 
We can help. Get unstuck and let us help you find 
your path.

Testing Prep

Tutoring 
Tutoring services are able to be provided in person 
and online for learners in K to Adult education 
programs. 

Homeschool Coop

Do you need to take the SAT? ACT? GED? VCLA? RVE? We 
can help.

 1400 Kempsville Road, 
Ste. 105

Chesapeake, VA 23320
757-208-7407
Info@Jasaron

LearningInstitute.com

Dr. Shirley
Auguste - CEO



U M O J A    49   F E S T I V A L



U M O J A    50   F E S T I V A L






